Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts

Mission

The UICA builds creative community by fostering new forms of
expression, promoting collaboration, and providing genuine
experiences with contemporary art.
Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts has a variety of unique
spaces that can be explored individually, or connected in various
combinations. These spaces provide a range of environments that
lend themselves to artwork installations that are site-specific, media,
and traditional.
We are looking for original and creative work that is professional
and thought provoking. We seek to provide art experiences that
enhance the cultural community, and catalyze exploration.
Thank you for your interest. We look forward to hearing from you!

Exhibition Spaces

Facade Project Space
Lobby Project Space
Ramp Project Space
Alcove Project Space
Over Space
In Space
South Wall Project Space
Media Project Space
Vertical Project Space
Exit Space Project
Box Space
Terrace Space
Lower Level Gallery
Level One Gallery
Level Four Gallery
Level Five Gallery

To learn of and apply for opportunities please visit
http://uica.slideroom.com
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Facade Project Space

The Facade Project Space is an latticed structure covering the parking area above the UICA that
incoporates live plants. There is an opportunity to attach lightweight 3-dimensional objects to the
Facade Project Space. This space is approximately 40’ tall and 100’ long on the northern side, and
80’ long on the eastern facing side.

Lobby Project Space

The Lobby Project Space is inside the main entrance of the UICA. This location is visible from the
exterior of the building, as well as from the interior. Artwork can be hung from the suspension points in the
ceiling or incorporated with the upper wall. The wall is 39’ 7” long and 12’ tall. The space in front of the
wall is 12’ wide x 12’ tall x 39’ 7” long. This space is 12’ above the floor.

Ramp Project Space

The Ramp Project Space encompasses a wall 95’ long and 22’ 5” tall. The wall faces the window that runs
along Fulton Street. The artwork is visible from the street, and lends its self to murals. This exhibition space
is in a walkway, so the installation can have a relief of no more that 5 inches.

Alcove Project Space

The Alcove Project Space is a recessed vignette that can house artwork that is volumetric or that can stand
alone. It is 16’ 3” wide and 4’ 3” tall with a depth of 2’ 1”. There is an electrical outlet on one side. The niche
has recessed lighting above, as well as track lighting in front.

Over Space

The Over Space is an open, wall-free volume of space located above the Film Theatre Lounge and In
Space. It can be viewed from Level One and the Lower Level. The space is approximately 12’ x 24’ and
can accomodate work up to 10’ tall. Suspension points are located in the ceiling.

In Space

The In Space is located in the Lower Level, within the Film Theatre Lounge, and can be seen from the
main floor above. The In Space lies beneath the Over Space. This is a recessed area built into the
concrete floor, covered by glass, and lit by a programmable RGB LED lighting system. The space is
2’ deep, 11’ 7” long, and 2’ 3” wide.

South Wall Project Space

The South Wall Project Space is located on the south end of the Film Theatre Lounge, and can be viewed
from Level One and the Lower Level. This wall is 23’ 4” tall and 16’ 11” wide. This location may be
combined with the Over Space and/or In Space.

Media Project Space

The Media Project Space is located in the lower level, adjacent to the lobby of the film theatre, and is
designed for video and sound based works. The space is 11’ 8” x 15’ 9” and is 11’ 8” tall with a staggered
entrance that blocks out light. Electrical and ethernet ports are located around the perimeter of the ceiling.
A single projector is in place and the artist may add additional projectors or monitors as needed. An AV
closet is accessible from the hallway and can house other equipment.

av closet

Vertical Project Space

The Vertical Project Space is also viewable from Fulton Street and is 12’ 10” x 11’ 3”, with a 49’ 6”
height. This space is ideal for suspended, 3-Dimensional work. A rectangular frame is attached to a
mechanical pulley system allows for work to be raised to full height. This space is next to a large staircase.
This space lends itself to works that are visible at all times of day and from mulitple points of view.

Exit Space Project

The Exit Space Project is a unique space that is dedicated to public art and street art that seeks to
redefine the conversation. This space is visible to Fulton Street at all times. The volume of space is
19’ 4” wide by 13’ 10” tall. A large plywood surface is installed in the space that is 16’ wide and 8’ tall.

Box Space

Located on UICA’s Level Four, the Box Space is a large volumetric area that is 51’ x 45’. The ceiling is 25’
in height, and is suited for suspended works. These works can be upwards of 200lbs. Artwork in this
space can be viewed from Level Four and Level Five. This space offers viewers opportunities to engage
with the work from different perspectives. The west wall is lined with a Unistrut® hanging system. -
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Terrace Space

Perched above the busiest intersection of downtown Grand Rapids, UICA’s outdoor terrace is 120’ x 30’.
It faces east and overlooks the rise of Fulton Street. The Terrace can be windy and weight is necessary
to ground objects. A series of industrial eyehooks located 2’ and 12’ above ground on the west, north,
and east walls can be used to suspend materials. Proposals for furniture, shade structures, lighting,
projection, sound, scultpture, vegetations, urban agriculture, and architectural structures are sought.

terrace space

level five gallery

Lower Level Gallery
The Lower Level Gallery is adjacent to the Film Theatre Lounge and Media Project Space. This space
recieves high traffic and is ideal for work that needs a controlled environment. This gallery is open on
one side, has two 33’ 10” long walls, and is 12’ 4” wide. Electrical outlets and ethernet ports are located
in the floor and ceiling.

Level One Gallery

The Level One Gallery is a large traditional space that sits at the heart of the UICA’s main floor.
There is a wall that is 22’ 2” long, another that is 26’ 3”, and one section that is 13’ 8”. This area
has controlled lighting and suspension points in the ceiling. It can accomodate a variety of work.

Level Four Gallery

The second largest space in the Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, the Level Four Gallery space offers
an enclosed space with a ceiling that opens to the 5th floor. This space has natural light and track lighting.
This space is ideal for a variety of work in 3D and 2D. The large vertical wall is 31’ 11” in length and is 25’
in height. There are electrical outlets along the 38’ 1” wall and the 31’ 11” wall. The gallery is partially visible
from the floor above, making it a dynamic showcase.

Level Five Gallery

This gallery space sits at the top of the UICA building and overlooks the Terrace Space, the Box Space, and the
Level Four Gallery. This area has has large vistas as well as smaller nooks. Windows overlook views of the
downtown area and let in plenty of natural light. This space is suitable for a variety of work and is easily accessable.
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